Pastoral Report

Church of the Assumption  98 Riverside Avenue  Westport  Connecticut  06880  203 227-5161

September 06  - 07

Dear Parish Family of Assumption,


I am happy to join with Helen C. Thiemann, Parish Council Chair and Thomas P. Leyden, Parish Finance Council Chair as well Fr. Larry our Associate Pastor, Sister Catherine, RSM our Pastoral Assistant in sharing the Pastoral and Financial Report with you.


As was the case last year, the parish continues to grow and we are doing our best to accommodate and provide a warm welcome to our new families.  I wish to offer a sincere thank you to all of you for your faithfulness to the Lord as so beautifully expressed in your presence and participation in our Eucharistic celebrations, Religious Education experiences and charitable contributions to the parish, diocese and beyond.


Let me further thank and praise the many parish volunteers who serve the Lord in their many respective ministries and finally to my staff who support Fr. Larry and me.  Both the pastoral and financial report reveal that you are truly a giving, generous and kind people.


Thank you to all and please keep up your wonderful way of living!









Sincerely in Christ,









Rev. Thomas P. Thorne









Pastor

The Parish Staff

Pastor - Reverend Thomas P. Thorne

Associate Pastor – Reverend Lawrence A. Larson

Pastoral Assistant – Sister Catherine Sheehy, RSM

Weekend Assistant – Reverend Joseph F. Cavoto, SA

Director Religious Education – Catherine J. Romano

Director of Music – Frank Matto

Cantors – Nina DeMasi, Aidan Zoubek, Joyce Sixsmith

Youth Ministers – Randy and Doreen Miller

Business Manager – Ann Frazer

Administrative Assistant – Michelle Hankey (Parish Office)

Receptionist – Lee McGuire (Parish Office)

Religious Education Assistant – Linda Gombar

Custodial Staff – Joe Remlin and Dennis Stypinski, Irena Kiszklel

                                                                                      



 (Care of Rectory)

Pastor’s Collateral Responsibilities:

 Diocesan Territorial Vicar, Diocesan Senior Leadership Committee,

Diocesan Pastor’s Advisory Board, Committee for the ABA, All Saints Advisory Board,

Immaculate High School Advisory Board, Development Committee at IHS,

New Haven Division, FBI, Chaplain, Westport Police Department, Chaplain,

Advisory Board ABC, Westport.
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All Saints Catholic School
139 West Rocks Road, Norwalk, 06851  www.ascs.net   email: info@ascs.net

The Pastors of our nine local Catholic parishes of Westport and Norwalk serve as the School Board of Directors as children from the nine parishes and beyond attend the school.


# of children in the school

750 approx.


# of children from Assumption
24

Principal

Mrs. Nancy DiBuono,   Phone: 203 847-3881

Vice Principal
Sister Sally Norcross, CND

Chaplain

Msgr. Joseph Kohut

Principal Emeritus
Sister Catherine Sheehy, RSM, Pastoral Assistant, Assumption

[image: image1.wmf]Assumption Parish is filled with opportunities. If you are not already involved with the parish, we invite you to share in what we have to offer. Please review our ministries and organizations to see if there are any that interest you. We welcome all to join in, and we are happy to have more hands to help organize these events and ministries.  

Please contact the people listed to become more involved.
Adult Choir
The adult choir leads the assembly in singing every Sunday morning from September to June. Music ranges from classical to contemporary. 

Frank Matto-203-355-0894 

Altar/Sacristy Care
This ministry serves the parish by caring for the altar and the sacristy areas. 

Carol Gabriel  853-2488

stevenjgabriel@aol.com

Altar Servers
The altar servers assist the priest at Mass. Candidates must be in fifth grade or older to participate.

Randy Miller  assumptionyouth@aol.com

Juany Fumai  222-4942

Adult Servers for Funerals
The adult servers assist the priest at Mass for funerals.

Gloria Licari  226-9006
Assumption Seniors

Mass and Lunch, December, February and April.

Sr. Catherine, 227-5161 x12
Book Group
A friendly and lively group, reading and

discussing books that enrich our spiritual lives.

Helen Thiemann 227-6318  

helenctman@sbcglobal.net
Book Nook
The Book Nook is located in the church vestibule.  There are many interesting books available for you to purchase.  New books are ordered often and we encourage you to make this a regular stop for your spiritual growth.

Carol Gabriel-853-2488

stevenjgabriel@aol.com

Catholic Daughters
This group strives to embrace the principal of faith, working through love, in the promotion of justice, equality and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all. 

Jo Ann French  226-1431

mawmaw@aol.com
Divine Mercy
The Thursday before the first Friday of each month, there is a Holy Hour and Benediction with the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.

Susan Feliciano  221-7402

felicianoenterprises@att.net

Easter Food Project
Lent concludes with an outreach program. Baskets are filled with food for the hungry in Westport and Bridgeport. 

Ann Rully 227-9110

adrully@aol.com

Eucharistic Adoration
Adoration is in the church on Mondays, following the 7:15 A.M. Mass until 5:00 P.M. (except Holidays). Adoration is also on Wednesday’s following the 7:15 A.M. Mass until Thursday’s 7:15 A.M. Mass. (24 hours)

Andrea Remlin  227-5477

Eucharistic Ministers
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist serve at all the Masses and bring communion to the sick and homebound. 

Cathy Romano  226-5448  

cj38r@yahoo.com

Family Life Committee

This committee fosters and enhances the spiritual, educational, and social life of our parish families. Some of the events are Advent Wreath making, Breakfast with Santa, Winter Family Celebration, Easter Egg Hunt, May Crowning, and monthly outreach projects in conjunction with the Religious Education Program

226-5448 

rel_ed@assumption-westport.org

Family Mass
The 9:00 AM Sunday Mass is specifically designed for families and children. 

Kathy Liocano 227-1235 

victonkath@optonline.net
Finance Committee
This committee of parishioners is appointed by the pastor to advise the parish in all financial matters.

Tom Leyden-227-8905 

tpleyden@bigredtrains.com

Food Closet
Donations of nonperishable food items are collected on an ongoing basis to help families in need. Monetary donations are used to purchase gift certificates to help purchase perishables.

Rose O’Dell 226-8654

odellmatthew@hotmail.com

Christmas Fair
The Christmas Fair is held in December.  The event brings parishioners of all ages together to create projects, to socialize, and to work for the good of the parish.

Cathy Romano-226-6107 

cj38r@yahoo.com

Home Visitation and Communion for the Homebound
The Clergy and the Extraordinary Ministers visit and bring the Eucharist to those who are unable to come to church.

Parish Clergy - 227-5161

Sr. Catherine - 227-5161 x12

Interfaith Council
The Interfaith Council supports and promotes interfaith education and understanding.
Dodo Bacharach  227-5782 

doknows@optonline.net
Lectors
Lectors are men, women, and teens of the parish who proclaim the Word of God at all weekend Masses.

Cathy Romano-226-6107 

cj38r@yahoo.com

Liturgical Decorating Committee
This committee assists in decorating the church for Christmas, Easter, and other special occasions.

Carol Gabriel  853-2488

stevenjgabriel@aol.com

Mary’s Mantle Shawl Ministry
This ministry brings people together in prayer and handiwork.  If you like to knit, or crochet, or if you would like to learn how, you are invited to join. The shawls are blessed and distributed as the need arises.

Linda Gombar 226-5448
rel_ed@assumption-westport.org
Parish Advisory Council
This council is made up of ex-officio members who lead the various parish ministries.

Helen Thiemann  227-6318  

helenctman@sbcglobal.net.

Parish Prayer Network
Prayer requests are called through the prayer network and people respond by praying in their homes immediately. To insure privacy, only first names will be shared with those in the network.
Ann Rully-227-9110  

adrully@aol.com

Play Group
provides an opportunity for the youngest members of the parish and their parents or care givers to meet and form friendships in a casual setting.  The play group is open to children ages newborn to five years.

Regina Engler 226-1564

hrengler@earthlink.net
Prayer Group for Mature Adults
The prayer group meets to spread the Father’s love and to increase their understanding of that love through prayer.

Frank Wey  846-2187

Redirection of Christmas
This project was founded to help people focus on the importance of giving rather than receiving. During Advent, the bulletin will contain information on the details of the collection. Annually, in excess of 700 gifts are collected from our parish and distributed to the needy.

Ann Rully 227-9110 

adrully@aol.com

Randy Miller 454-0442

jimdm48@aol.com

Religious Education Advisory Board

Advises, and discusses the needs and concerns of Religious Education.  
Maureen Belford 
meb3tba@aol.com
Religious Education
Religious Education classes meet on Sundays and Tuesday.  The Religious Education office also coordinates classes for the sacraments.

Cathy Romano-226-5448 

rel_ed@assumption-westport.org

Rite of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A). is the process by which a non baptized adult joins the Catholic Church, or if you have been baptized but have not received the sacrament of Confirmation. John and Marilyn Moran  838-1363
msmoran52@aol.com
Saint Matthew Counters

Five teams of parishioners count the offertory collection on a weekly rotating basis. 

Fr. Thorne 227-5161

admin@assumption-westport.org
Social Concerns Ministry
This ministry reaches out to the social concerns and spiritual needs of our brothers and sisters.  A.C.T.S. (Assumption Cares Through Service) and the Parish Prayer Network are some of the subcommittees of this ministry.

Ann Rully  227-9110 

adrully@aol.com

Dodo Bacharach  227-5782 

doknows@optonline.net,

 Connie Luppino  

connie.luppino@usa.xerox.com

Ushers
Ushers assist with all of the practical matters at all weekend Masses.

Fr. Thorne  227-5161

admin@assumption-westport.org

Westport Health Care Center
Every Monday morning, parishioners visit the Health care center and enjoy spending time with the residents. Mass is celebrated on the second and fourth Monday’s by a priest from Assumption. On the alternate Monday’s, a Rosary is recited and a communion service is led by our Eucharistic Ministers.

Roland Doran  454-0627                                      

Youth Ministry
We explore God’s Word, have fun, share friendships, and offer service both in and out of the parish.

Randy and Doreen Miller-454-0442

assumptionyouth@aol.com
May Christ’s peace be with you and your family.

 Special Parish Events

All Souls  Day Mass
November 2nd parishioners, who have lost a loved one in the previous year, are invited to a Mass remembering their beloved deceased, followed by a reception.

Advent Parish Renewal
This year, Frank Runyeon, a TV celebrity will act out three Christmas stories to illustrate why 

Jesus is the Reason for the Season.

Lenten Evening Prayer and Soup Supper
On the Sundays of Lent Evening Prayer is celebrated, a guest speaker gives a lenten reflection and a simple soup supper is served.

Lenten Parish Retreat

Penance Service and Anointing of the Sick
An opportunity for parishioners to come together with Fr. Nick, OP, Fr. Mike, OP, and Sr. Joan OSF, to spend some time in spiritual reflection, celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and if requested be anointed in  preparation for the celebration of Easter. Saturday March 8 through Thursday March 13 day and evening sessions.  Tuesday, March 11th Communal Celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  March 13 Anointing of the sick

Marriage Jubilee
A June celebration to honor parishioners marking their respective Anniversaries of Marriage during a 12 noon Sunday Mass, followed by a reception

Early Spring Event
A celebration to be designed and executed by a committee currently being formed, chaired by Michelle and Joe Cardello to raise revenue, while having fun, for the benefit of our newly acquired Parish & Religious Education center (former Convent.

August 15th Feast of the Assumption
We celebrate our feast day with Mass, and a Clambake celebration at Compo Beach providing outstanding food, a magnificent setting, wonderful company and nearly guaranteed fair weather

Parish Appreciation Dinner
An early summer annual gathering of all parish volunteers to offer them our thanks, our praise, and our affirmation of their dedication and service to the parish, preceded by afternoon prayer.

Parish Thanksgiving Mass
Wednesday, November 22, 7:30 PM.  All are encouraged to come and give thanks to God for all God has given us, and to remember the less fortunate by donating canned food.  Bread will be blessed for you to take home for your Thanksgiving Table.

Charities We Support
The Annual Bishop’s Appeal

(Twelve 2nd collections throughout the year)

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Bridgeport

The Parish Crisis Fund

A C T S  (Assumption Cares Through Service)

Msgr. Joe Potter’s Children in Brazil

The Hanahoe Memorial  Children’s Clinic, Danbury

Julie Coyne Education/Hope in Guatemala

Lenten Alms

Assumption Parish Food Closet

Thanksgiving Gifts of Plenty

Builders Beyond Borders

Longfellow School, Bridgeport

Redirection of Christmas

 (Advent Angel Trees)

Easter Food Drive ( Palm Sunday)

Monthly Outreach through Family Life

and Social Concerns Committees

Confirmation Candidates 

Hunger Banquet

(Food for the “Soup Lady”)

&

“Souper” Bowl of Caring

Religious Education Class 

Christmas Theme Basket Project

Parish Shawl Ministry

Christmas Fair/Bake Sale

Handicrafting Justice

Dominican Vietnamese Nuns

Knights of Columbus

Westport/Weston 

Interfaith Council & Housing
